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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 This Report has been prepared by Gerald Henry Bullard who is a Chartered
Engineer and Member of the Institution of Civil Engineers.  He formed the
Practice of G H Bullard and Associates in 1987 specialising in the fields of
Civil, Highway and Drainage Engineering.  He has advised and represented
Local Authorities, Private Companies and Individuals on numerous Planning
and Civil Engineering Matters.  For ten years he lead a Team within a County
Highway Authority responsible  for  giving highway consultation advice on
Planning Applications, Enforcement and Appeal matters received by the Local
Planning Authorities under the Town and Country Planning Acts.

1.2 The Practice has been instructed by George Durrant & Sons Ltd Chartered
Surveyors to provide a report outlining highway consideration for use in a
consultation response to the South Norfolk District Council on a proposal to
consider a site at Brockdish off the A143 for a permanent gypsy and travellers
site for between 6 and 8 pitches. 

2.0 SITE LOCATION AND LAYOUT OF ACCESS

2.1 The site is located on land to the south of the junction of Scole Road with the
A143  Primary  Route  linking  Bury  St  Edmunds  to  Gt.  Yarmouth.  A  site
location plan is reproduced in Appendix A.  

2.2 Access to  the site  is  proposed across an existing line of  dropped kerbing,
which provides access to land cut off when the adjacent A143 was improved
within the last 10 years.  The access is in effect an agricultural access which is
currently gated so that the owner of the land could gain access by agricultural
vehicles rather  than from the adjacent  A143 which would be a dangerous
manoeuvre.  At a recent site inspection it was noted that in front of the gate
earth and other materials had been deposited so that in effect vehicular access
would be difficult and it would appear that the gate and access has had no
recent vehicular use. 

2.3 The centre line of the access is located approximately 45m from the give-way
line of the adjacent junction of Scole Road with the A143. 

2.4 Scole Road in this location is subject only to the National Speed Limit of
60mh and is provided with hazard warning lines along its centre line in front
of the proposed means of access and has a carriageway width of approximately
8.8m.  Beside the proposed point of access there are no surfaced footways but
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effectively narrow verges caused by adjacent hedgerow growth overhanging
the highway. 

 

3.0 TRAFFIC GENERATION AND SUSTAINABILITY 

3.1 The consultation by the South Norfolk District Council is on the basis that the site
could be used for 6 to 8 permanent pitches for gypsies or travellers.  This type
of development is usually associated with mobile caravans and goods vehicles
associated with the occupants’ business activities.  It is difficult to assess the
total traffic generation from the site but since this type of site tend to have
businesses operating  from them it  is  reasonable  to  assume that  the  traffic
generation would be similar to private housing and therefore could lay in the
range of 8 to 10 vehicular movements per plot per day.  

3.2 Traffic  movements  would  include  turning  movements  by  slow moving  goods
vehicles, possibly towing caravans.  The fact that the site is remote and is not
linked by footpaths to the nearest facility is likely to lead to additional car
borne journeys which is contrary to Government advice in reducing vehicle
movements, especially by private car. Any children at the site would need to
be transported to school because of the lack of safe hardened footways of
suitable width.  It is surprising that the District Council are proposing this site
because in sustainability terms it is very poorly located.  Furthermore, if the
site  were  developed  there  would  be  increased  accident potential  due  to
possible conflicts between vehicles and pedestrians, especially at night, since
there is no street lighting in the area coupled with the narrow verges. 

4.0 ACCESS VEHICLE SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS

4.1 The proposed point of vehicular access is located close to a major junction with a
Primary Route.  It is normal highway practice for vehicular accesses which are
likely to carry a reasonable volume of traffic to be located at least the safe
stopping distance away from a junction in order to reduce the risk of queuing
vehicles at the junction straddling the access and preventing vehicles from
turning  in  to  the  access.  The  safe  stopping  distance  is  detailed  in  the
Department of Transport Design Manual for Roads and Bridges.  Although
Scole Road is subject to the National Speed Limit of 60mph I would estimate
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that the 85 percentile of traffic approaching the junction from Scole Road is
approximately 40-45 mph.  The safe stopping distance for a design speed of
44mph is  120m and one step below the desirable  minimum is  90m.  The
proposed point of vehicular access is therefore in a position that is contrary to
accepted highway practice.  

4.2 Visibility for  a  driver  emerging  from  the  site  at  a  setback  of  2.4  metres  is
approximately  120m in  the  direction  of  Scole  and  to  the  junction  in  the
opposite direction.  Whilst these visibility distances are not in accordance with
the  National  Speed  Limit  they  are  considered  acceptable  in  view  of  the
location of the access where vehicle speeds will be lower.  However, of more
concern is the alignment of the carriageway of Scole Road. Vehicles having
turned from the A143 and intending to turn right into the site would have
limited forward visibility of vehicles approaching from the east along Scole
Road.  Similarly for the drivers of vehicles in Scole Road approaching the site
which is at the end of a long straight where vehicle speeds could be in excess
of 40mph they would not be able to see vehicles waiting or in the process of
turning into the site possibly by a slow moving vehicle towing a caravan.  The
forward visibility available for both drivers wishing to turn right into the site
and for vehicles approaching the bend from the Scole Road is less than 50
metres whereas the desirable safe stopping site distance is 120m for a design
speed of 44mph and 160m for a design speed of 85 km per hour (53mph).
This lack of forward visibility in my opinion would be likely to led to vehicle
to vehicle conflict and a unacceptable potential for accidents.  

5.0 CONCLUSIONS

5.1 The site is  located in  a rural  location beside a carriageway with no street
lighting or footways.  In sustainable terms it is in a very poor location and
contrary to advice given by the Government and in Local Development Plan
documents. 

5.2 Access  is  proposed  across  existing  drop  kerbing  provided  for  agricultural
purposes  close  to  a  junction  where  there  is  severely  restricted  forward
visibility  for drivers that would use the junction, which could include slow
moving goods vehicles towing caravans or mobile homes.  Traffic dangers
would be created by the vastly increased use of the access that is currently
used sparingly.  Further dangers could be created by vehicles queuing at the
adjacent junction with the Primary Route A143 if those vehicles queued at
busy times in front of  the point of  access.  This would cause problems for
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LIST OF APPENDICES

APPENDIX A         - Site Location Plan and Plan Layout.
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APPENDIX  A
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