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BROCKDISH PARISH COUNCIL (including Thorpe Abbotts).

Notes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting on 26th May 2009 at 19.30 in Brockdish Village Hall

Present: Chairman Cllr. Christine Mackenzie, Cllr Jane Mould, Cllr Fred McDonald, Cllr Carol Liles, David Jenvey (Clerk), County Councillor Fran Pitt-Pladdy.
Public: 8

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Councillors Christine Mackenzie and Fred McDonald were reelected as Chairman and Vice Chair respectively. 
 PROPOSED TRAVELLERS SITE AT BROCKDISH. 
Cllr Mackenzie reported on behalf of the Working Group that the Parish Council’s response to the South Norfolk District Council public consultation  (which was agreed at the previous meeting) was submitted by the due date (5th May. Separate submissions had also been made by he Working Party and by their appointed consultants also opposing the selection of the Brockdish site. It was expected that the shortlist would be further reduced in late June.

(NOTE: this has now happened.  Because of the road safety issues associated with the proposed site and the presence of an existing Travellers Site in the same Parish, the proposed Brockdish site will not now be included amongst those put forward to the next stage.) 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS.

Recent planting of trees (at the back of properties in Crab Tree Rise) was believed to be in order to provide extra screening in response to the SNDC decision to review the planning decision relating to new housing built for Saffron on adjoining sites. The review had been commenced by SNDC because Officers visiting the site had identified errors in the land registry drawings in which the earlier houses had been shown slightly out of their actual positions. The new houses had been built according to plan as approved, but because the new builds were closer than shown on the drawings available when the application was decided, SNDC had initiated the review and arranged a site visit for District Councillors.   

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (Fran Pitt-Pladdy)

Proposed Travellers Site. He had received more than 70 objections mainly from Brockdish, Syleham and Needham, which he had responded to individually. Mr. Pitt-Pladdy had lodged his own objection based on road safety and the proximity of the Angles Way. With regard to schooling the County has a duty to educate anyone’s children irrespective of origins but any large influx at one time, from whatever source, could be disruptive. 

Speeding remained a problem across the area. And members of the public were urged to make their views known on this and other issues via the regular Safer Neighbourhood Partnership meetings (including 28th June in Diss).

County Council Performance. NCC had been awarded 4 stars by the Audit Commission, for example in education and services for vulnerable adults.

Mr. Pitt-Pladdy concluded by thanking members of the Council and residents for the welcome he had received over the past four years. The Chairman thanked him for all his help and hard work on behalf of the local community.

The meeting of the Council then resumed.

PLANNING

New applications. The Parish Council agreed to recommend to SNDC that the following planning applications should be approved: 2009/0649 &0648 White House Farm Scole Road (new timber conservatory) and 2009/0632 The Glebe, School Lane, Thorpe Abbotts (change of use land for stationing of caravan in non compliance with condition no.1 of consent 1988/3486.). 

Other applications: 2009/0392 26 St Peters Close (3 bedroom house, later reduced to two bedrooms) has been refused by SNDC. (The Parish Council had recommended approval but subject to reservations and conditions)

FINANCE 

Provisional figures for 2008/2009 showed an under spend against budget was largely attributable to the deferral of expenditure on street lighting and on Brockdish Common which commenced this year. A forecast for 2009/10 indicated a possible small surplus of income over expenditure but provision for on going maintenance of the war memorial will need to be included following the expiry of the previous three-year contract m. A summary statement will be made available on line following approval of the accounts.

ALLOTMENTS

· A number of residents have enquired about provision of allotment gardens within the Parish. The Council has welcomed the proposal and agreed that the issue should be a regular agenda item so that progress could be shared and the necessary decisions taken.

· It was expected that an Allotments Committee (working to the Parish Council), would need to be established including volunteers from the community). It was suggested that a minimum of ten to fifteen individual plots would be required for the site to be viable. A typical annual charge was £25 per year. 

· More detailed enquiries would follow including identification of possible sites, liaison with landowners, exploring options and constraints (including sources of funding) with the County Council and specialist bodies, and drawing on the experience of other parishes.

HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS. 

Unofficial lay by   NCC Highways were considering possible options but these would be constrained by budget cuts)

Potholes  Work was underway (e.g. in Hall Road) and Mill Road and The Street Thorpe Abbotts) would be done over the next few weeks. 
Flooding in The Street Thorpe Abbotts (near Lion House). Work on the scheme to rectify the problem remained on schedule for late June  (diversion required because of road closure)
School Lane  SCC have advised that as shown on the definitive map the line of the path should be on the other side of the hedge from the manure heap which is not therefore obstructing it. If this is so then the position of signage will needs to be changed and the route cleared on the “correct” side. 

FUTURE  MEETINGS

Thursday 225th June at Thorpe Abbotts Village Hall at 19.30

Tuesday 27th July at Brockdish Village Hall at 19.30

David Jenvey Clerk

brockdishtapc@aol.com
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